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The SPSS output table, shown in Table 7.5, gives the value for the stand-
ard error as 8.596. We can double-check that the value of the standard 
error is correct because the SPSS output table also gives us the value of the 
sample standard deviation and sample size. When we enter these values into 
the formula for standard error, we obtain the same result given in the table:

Standard error = s

n
= ≈27 183

10
8 596. . .

TABLE 7.5  The SPSS Output Table

The standard error of the mean is circled in the table.

The standard error of the mean is often reported in research journals using the American Psychological Association (APA) 
guidelines. The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA, 2009) recommends any combination of 
three ways to report the standard error: in the text, in a table, or in a graph.

Reporting SEM in the text. The standard error can be reported directly in the text. For example, DeVoe and House (2012) 
reported the effects of thinking about money on happiness as follows:

Those participants randomly assigned to calculate their expected hourly wage showed no increase in happiness 
after the leisure period (M = 3.47, SEM = 1.12) compared to before the leisure period (M = 3.56, SEM = 0.99). 
(p. 468)

Reporting SEM in the table. The standard error can be reported in a table. For example, the standard error can be 
displayed as M ± SEM, as shown in Table 7.6. The table provides a concise way to summarize the mean and standard error 
of many measures.

Reporting SEM in the graph. The standard error can also be reported in a graph. The standard error is displayed as a vertical bar 
extending above and below each mean plot, as shown in Figure 7.10, or mean bar, as shown in Figure 7.11.
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